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Food and Drug Administration, HHS § 101.12 

§ 101.10 Nutrition labeling of res-
taurant foods. 

Nutrition labeling in accordance with 
§ 101.9 shall be provided upon request 
for any restaurant food or meal for 
which a nutrient content claim (as de-
fined in § 101.13 or in subpart D of this 
part) or a health claim (as defined in 
§ 101.14 and permitted by a regulation 
in subpart E of this part) is made, ex-
cept that information on the nutrient 
amounts that are the basis for the 
claim (e.g., ‘‘low fat, this meal provides 
less than 10 grams of fat’’) may serve 
as the functional equivalent of com-
plete nutrition information as de-
scribed in § 101.9. Nutrient levels may 
be determined by nutrient data bases, 
cookbooks, or analyses or by other rea-
sonable bases that provide assurance 
that the food or meal meets the nutri-
ent requirements for the claim. Presen-
tation of nutrition labeling may be in 
various forms, including those provided 
in § 101.45 and other reasonable means. 

[61 FR 40332, Aug. 2, 1996] 

§ 101.12 Reference amounts custom-
arily consumed per eating occasion. 

(a) The general principles and factors 
that the Food and Drug Administra-
tion (FDA) considered in arriving at 
the reference amounts customarily 
consumed per eating occasion (ref-
erence amounts) which are set forth in 
paragraph (b) of this section, are that: 

(1) FDA calculated the reference 
amounts for persons 4 years of age or 
older to reflect the amount of food cus-
tomarily consumed per eating occasion 
by persons in this population group. 
These reference amounts are based on 
data set forth in appropriate national 
food consumption surveys. 

(2) FDA calculated the reference 
amounts for an infant or child under 4 
years of age to reflect the amount of 
food customarily consumed per eating 
occasion by infants up to 12 months of 
age or by children 1 through 3 years of 
age, respectively. These reference 
amounts are based on data set forth in 
appropriate national food consumption 
surveys. Such reference amounts are to 
be used only when the food is specially 
formulated or processed for use by an 

infant or by a child under 4 years of 
age. 

(3) An appropriate national food con-
sumption survey includes a large sam-
ple size representative of the demo-
graphic and socioeconomic characteris-
tics of the relevant population group 
and must be based on consumption 
data under actual conditions of use. 

(4) To determine the amount of food 
customarily consumed per eating occa-
sion, FDA considered the mean, me-
dian, and mode of the consumed 
amount per eating occasion. 

(5) When survey data were insuffi-
cient, FDA took various other sources 
of information on serving sizes of food 
into consideration. These other sources 
of information included: 

(i) Serving sizes used in dietary guid-
ance recommendations or rec-
ommended by other authoritative sys-
tems or organizations; 

(ii) Serving sizes recommended in 
comments; 

(iii) Serving sizes used by manufac-
turers and grocers; and 

(iv) Serving sizes used by other coun-
tries. 

(6) Because they reflect the amount 
customarily consumed, the reference 
amount and, in turn, the serving size 
declared on the product label are based 
on only the edible portion of food, and 
not bone, seed, shell, or other inedible 
components. 

(7) The reference amount is based on 
the major intended use of the food 
(e.g., milk as a beverage and not as an 
addition to cereal). 

(8) The reference amounts for prod-
ucts that are consumed as an ingre-
dient of other foods, but that may also 
be consumed in the form in which they 
are purchased (e.g., butter), are based 
on use in the form purchased. 

(9) FDA sought to ensure that foods 
that have similar dietary usage, prod-
uct characteristics, and customarily 
consumed amounts have a uniform ref-
erence amount. 

(b) The following reference amounts 
shall be used as the basis for deter-
mining serving sizes for specific prod-
ucts: 
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